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Student
organization
works to change
drug policies
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Since its inception in August of
last school year, WKU’s chapter of
Students for Sensible Drug Policy
has been seeking to change WKU’s
approach to drugs.
Leitchfield junior Kelly Cannon, president of WKU’s chapter
of SSDP, said many of WKU’s drug
policies need to be revised.
She said SSDP advocates putting
drugs “in the hands of regulatory
government agencies who can dispense the drugs to make sure that
drugs on the streets are what they say
they are. So there’s not such a black
market economy for illegal drugs.”
According to SSPD’s website, the
organization is dedicated to ending
the War on Drugs.
Cannon also said the War on
Drugs has resulted in a vastly increased prison population.
“It doesn’t make sense,” she said,
“to have such a huge incarcerated
population for nonviolent offenses
when it’s so expensive to our nation and when it doesn’t reduce the
availability and it doesn’t increase
the safety of illicit substances.”
She said WKU’s chapter of SSDP
hopes to change campus drug policy.
“We change policy with the
awareness that students on college
campuses have access to drugs and
that they’re likely going to try them
so we agitate for policies that make
students safe,” Cannon said.
One change Cannon said she
hopes to see soon is the implementation of a medical amnesty policy.
“It (a medical amnesty policy) just
says that if a student is having some
kind of a medical emergency due to
drugs… that the student will receive
medical treatment and maybe counseling or something like that but they
won’t be prosecuted,” she said.
The point of a medical amnesty
policy, Cannon said, is to prevent
students from being afraid of prosecution for drug offenses.
“It’s about student safety and it’s
about non-punitive policy,” she
said.
She said the medical amnesty
policy might be in practice “to some
degree” but it is not explicitly written in the disciplinary handbook.
Cannon said WKU’s branch of
SSDP is also seeking to change
a part of the student handbook
recommending any on-campus
student caught with drugs be discharged from student housing.
SEE DRUGS PAGE A2

The skinny on

THIN-SHAMING

Lexington junior Natalie Hayden has been naturally thin her entire life. While Hayden believe most of her friends who make
comments about her weight mean no harm, sometimes their remarks dig deep. KAYLA GRORUD/HERALD

Genetics and habits equally contribute to being naturally thin
BY KAYLA GRORUD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

curves and guys started liking these curves and I didn’t
have any, so I was self-conscious about that when I was
younger.”
“Zero is not a size.” “Eat a cheeseburger.” “Real men
Throughout her high school and college years, Hayden
like curves; only dogs like bones.”
has remained thin and has become the recipient of jokes
Thin-shaming — criticizing a person because of his or about her body.
her low weight — has long been expected of headlines
“My friends have always made little comments, like,
on tabloids in the grocery store, but in re‘Oh, are you anorexic?’ ‘You look like an
cent years major news sources and content
Ethiopian child,’ or ‘You’re a twig; I could
on social networking sites have circulated
break you in half.’ It doesn’t really faze me
these potentially harmful remarks.
because they’re my friends and I know they
CNN and USA Today both ran viral ardon’t say it with a mean heart,” she said.
ticles in February 2014 asking, “Is the ‘Big“But I remember when I saw the ‘Zero is not
gest Loser’ champ (Rachel Frederickson) In My Skin is a weekly fea- a size’ campaign on Facebook; it upset me,”
ture series that looks to tell
too skinny?”
Hayden added. “It is — zero is my size. They
the stories of diverse stuAmong numerous thin-shaming Face- dent populations at WKU. made me feel ashamed, like I don’t exist. That’s
book groups, one is boldly entitled ‘Real
the one thing that really bothered me.”
women have curves, not the body of a 12
In the case of the “Biggest Loser” winner
year old boy’ and currently has 207,000 likes.
Rachel Frederickson, who shed 155 pounds during the
These comments hit home for junior Natalie Hayden show, responses to her weight loss produced congratuof Lexington. At 5-foot-4-inches tall and 106 pounds, lations and criticism. This led some media analysts to
Hayden has been naturally thin her entire life.
agree that while fat-shaming remarks to an overweight
“Growing up, I never really thought anything of being individual can be damaging to self-esteem, perhaps
thin until puberty,” Hayden said. “Girls started getting
SEE THIN PAGE A2
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Retired Army student aspires to career in healthcare
BY SRIJITA CHATTOPADHYAY
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

SNOW

STUDENTS ENJOY
FIRST SNOW DAYS
OF THE SEMESTER
PAGE 3

THU 54°/30°
FRI 61°/37°
SAT 61°/36°
SUN 54°/30°

Fred Rowe provides sniper fire during an insurgent complex attack in Baiji,
Iraq, in 2007. Rowe was wounded twice that day. PHOTO PROVIDED BY FRED

ROWE

"To see life; see the world." The
motto of LIFE magazine speaks volumes to the life story of Fred Rowe.
Rowe, 29, is a non-traditional student at WKU completing his undergraduate degree in health care administration. Rowe, however, is more
than a non-traditional student — he
is also a retired U.S. Army man.
“I dropped out of Western in 2002
— after my first year — to go fight,”
Rowe said. “I have a very patriotic
family and I just felt like it was my
duty and wanted to do my part for
my country.”
Rowe toured in both the Afghanistan and Iraq, and his experiences
changed with time.
“I guess you are excited the first
SEE ARMY PAGE A2
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
thin-shaming is more socially
acceptable because people
don’t realize it can also be offensive.
Hayden’s Alpha Gamma
Delta sorority sister, Louisville
junior Paige Rietveld, also
understands the discomfort
of these verbal jabs. Rietveld
is also at the lower end of
the body mass index chart at
5-foot-3-inches tall and 110
pounds.
“I come from a family background that is just naturally
thin. Throughout high school
I ran cross-country, so all my
cross-country friends were
small and thin like me,” Rietveld said. “My first realization
I was different came my freshman year in college when one
of my friends said, ‘Could you
stop with that thigh gap?’ It
made me really uncomfortable.”
In a college environment
filled with late nights and
greasy campus meals, standing against thin-shaming can
make individuals feel like outcasts.
Dietetic Assistant Professor Heather Payne-Emerson
deals with a variety of nutrition issues, but she said most
students focus on how to fight
beer bellies and the dreaded
Freshman 15.
Payne-Emerson
said
a
healthy body mass index can
be anywhere from 18.5 to
24.9, which allows for a large
range of different heights
and weights to fit within the
healthy range.

Lexington junior Natalie Hayden has been naturally thin for her
entire life. KAYLA GRORUD/HERALD
“But [the BMI chart] is not
perfect; there are individual
differences,” Payne-Emerson
said.
In a similar vein, nature versus nurture — or genetics versus environment — has long
been debated in developmen-

ARMY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

time, but after you are deployed multiple times and wounded a couple
of times, it is not exciting anymore,”
he said. "It is not fun coming back to
school as a ‘non-traditional’ student,
but it’s a lot better than living on the
side of the mountain in Afghanistan,"
Rowe said with a slight grin.
Rowe served as the Staff Sergeant
(Promotable) E-6 for about eight years
before retiring in October 2012 due to
multiple combat injuries.
Although coping with life away
from the battlefield was not easy, it
was simplified with the help of the
Student Veterans Alliance (SVA) at
WKU. Rowe is not only a student veteran but also the Director of Operation at the SVA.
“We provide a resource, a place
for other veterans to come with their
problems and allow us to try to help
them, get the problem taken care of,
collaborate with the issue, and maybe,
if there are enough people having the
same problem, then we bring it up to
the administration of the university
and try to get it taken care of,” Rowe
said.

tal human psychology, and
Payne-Emerson said dietetic
experts have argued whether
DNA or behavior affects body
weight. She believes both are
factors.
“Some people are going to
put on weight more easily

Rowe gathers a great amount of
support and strength from his family,
especially his wife Jacqueline Rowe.
“I am really proud of him going back
to school,” she said. “And I am also
extremely proud of his service to our
country.”
“I really respect his desire to get a
college education. He wants to be able
to provide for me and our future family and be at home every night for dinner, which I really appreciate.”
Being a part of a strict regime for
eight years, Rowe admits that he misses
the order and the discipline. But at the
same time his exposure to a defined
way of life makes him feel more experienced, in a classroom full of students.
“I have really been impressed by his
discipline, when it comes to homework and studying- he takes it very seriously,” Jacqueline said.
Within 50 days of retiring, he had
re-enrolled at WKU to kick-start his life
with a new perspective.
“I have a retirement; I don’t need
to get another job,” he said. “But, I
did because I have the time to work,
to give something back to the society.
That is why I look forward to working in the health care field,” he said. “I
think it is something I will enjoy doing
for the rest of my life.”

Crime report
• Franklin, TN freshman Grant
Fedoruk reported his laptop and
iPad stolen from his room in
Barnes Campbell Hall on March
4. Estimated value of the stolen
items is $1600.

Visit wkuherald.com for an
interactive crime map
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and some people are naturally
thin. Your genetics influence
how quickly your metabolism runs and how your body
responds to extra calories,”
Payne-Emerson said.
“What food choices you’re
making — your portion sizes, if you’re drinking your
calories in sodas and energy
drinks, and the amount of
physical exercise you get —
really influence body weight
as well.”
These biological and environmental influences, however, seldom factor into individuals’ snap judgments about
others’ weight.
When Rietveld was in high
school, she had a difficult time
expressing to her father that
her thin appearance did not
mean she suffered from an eating disorder.
“My dad always worried
about me not eating, and
that was never the case. He’d
say, ‘You’re so skinny; Do you
want a cheeseburger? Are you
hungry?’ It was just constant,”
she said. “I knew it was out of
concern, but at the same time,
I felt like he never believed me
when I said there’s nothing
wrong with me.”
While eating disorders such
as anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa are serious conditions not to be taken lightly, Payne-Emerson explains
it is vital to understand the
difference between a legitimate medical concern and
a naturally slim individual in
order to avoid inadvertently
damaging someone’s body
image.
“An eating disorder is a psychological disorder,” Payne-

DRUGS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“If a student has a drug problem or if a
student doesn’t have a drug problem and
they have a small amount of some kind
of drug,” she said, “it doesn’t make sense
to disenfranchise the student by kicking
them out of on-campus housing.”
She said students living on campus
might have a better support system to
keep them out of harder drugs if they
can stay on campus.

Emerson said. “It’s something that can be diagnosed.
If someone is just naturally
thin, that could have to do
with maybe they’re making
healthy choices,” she added.
“There are certainly people
who take in extra calories
and they’re just going to burn
them off. That doesn’t mean
they have a psychological disorder.”
In addition to not wanting to
be mistaken for having an eating disorder, Rietveld is afraid
to admit maintaining her
small frame is effortless because others might think she is
bragging.
“I don’t think I’m fat; I’m not
doing this on purpose. I’ve
tried putting on weight and I
eat McDonald’s probably four
times a week and nothing’s
happening, so I guess I have a
really fast metabolism.” Rietveld said.
Hayden agrees with Rietveld
and said others write off any
normal body image problems
she has as invalid because being thin in the American society is often seen as ideal.
“Some girls think I’m so
lucky when I don’t even think
that about myself,” Hayden
said. "I like my body; I’m glad
I don’t have to watch what I
eat, work out all the time and
follow a strict diet. I’m happy
about that, but at the same
time, being skinny doesn’t
make you attractive.
“I see all these things on
Facebook about ‘Real women
have curves,’” she continued.
“Am I not a real woman because I’m not curvy? Be careful not to put a label on what is
beautiful.”

Captain Dominic Ossello of the WKU
Police Department, said drug abuse
has not been an especially prevalent
problem on campus this year.
He said WKUPD occasionally arrests
someone for marijuana but has not
seen a significant change in statistics
recently.
“I don’t know exactly what’s popular,”
Ossello said. “I just know we have the
marijuana incidents that are regular
and common but as far as any other
drugs, I don’t think we’ve seen any kick
in the statistics.”
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Students take advantage of cancelled classes
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Snow and ice flew everywhere as students raced their
sleds down the hill slopes in
front of Van Meter.
WKU canceled classes on
March 3 and March 4 after
approximately 4-6 inches of
snow and sleet blanketed the
area, according to the National
Weather Service.
Students took advantage
of their days off by sledding,
building snowmen and catching up on homework.
Since WKU students usually
don’t have an extra sled lying
around their dorm rooms, the
Topper community got creative.
They used cardboard, signs,
laundry baskets, storage bins
and even ironing boards to
slide down the Hill.
“Since we were snowed
in, we walked to campus
and spent the day sledding
by Van Meter,” Louisville junior Hannah Wallace said.
“It was funny to see people
improvise boxes, lids, and
totes for sleds.”
Students flew down College
Street and Hospital Hill, a large
hill by the American Flag Wa-

Bethany Roberts, Bradenburg freshman

It was good to just get off campus and not
worry about school for a while, and to feel
like a little kid again.”
ter Tower, despite the sign that
said “Danger: Hill unsafe for
sledding.”
The snow and ice also covered campus' parking lots.
Some students found they
couldn't leave the parking
structures without help or
multiple attempts to start their
cars.
“Although I could barely
move my car around campus
— let alone a parking lot —
the fact that I got to sled down
Van Meter with my friends was
pretty cool,” Nashville sophomore Mack Bekeza said.
Josh Twardowski, campus services manager, said
because of the nature of the
storm, clean-up was difficult.
“This particular event…it's
an ice storm covered up with
snow,” Twardowski said.
Twardowski said because of
the ice below the snow, cleanup crews had to rely on the
temperatures and sun more

than mechanical or chemical
removal.
On Monday, Fresh Food
Company and Subway were
the only two options available,
and found themselves filled to
capacity.
Students received a text
from the WKU alert system
Monday night telling them
campus wouldn’t open until
12:15 p.m. the next day. When
Tuesday morning came, a volley of WKU texts barraged students, announcing classes had
again been canceled.
WKU alerted students Tuesday night that the main campus would commence with
classes Wednesday morning.
Glasgow campus remains
closed.
“It was good to just get off
campus and not have to worry
about school for a while, and
to feel like a little kid again,”
Meade County freshman
Bethany Roberts said.

Rose Damron of Lexington sleds down the hill at Van Meter Hall after
WKU canceled classes on Monday. JOSH NEWELL/HERALD

Deadline for research grant this week
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Deadlines are quickly approaching for 2014 summer and fall Faculty-Undergraduate Student Engagement (FUSE) grants. Students’ proposals to their faculty mentor and the Office of Research are due Friday,
March 7, while faculty mentors have until March 17
to give their response to the Office of Research.
FUSE grants contribute to research projects designed by undergraduate students with help from a
professor. Projects can vary anywhere from researching nanotechnology to painting a mural. Some students have received extra funding for expanding their
goals internationally.
“Students have done literally anything, and all we’re
interested in is if it’s a big impact, interesting, creative
project and if it is then we’ll support,” Gordon Baylis,
vice president of Research said.
If accepted by the faculty mentor, the proposal will be

judged by the Office of Research, and once successful
there, the student will receive various funds toward his
or her project. Awardees will be announced mid-April.
All applicants must have an upstanding academic
status and be at least sophomores by the time they
would be beginning their work.
A one-credit hour class will be funded through the
grant, and students will be required to attend a conference to present their completed work.
“It’s easy to sit in the back of a classroom somewhere
and do what you’re told, but that’s a lot less valuable
than you taking the initiative and proving that you
can be successful,” Baylis said.
By the end of their endeavors, students will have an
addition to their transcript, a presentation to include
on their resume, and a faculty member to contact for
future recommendations.
“I am blessed to have received the FUSE grant, to
have had that opportunity that many college students
don’t get,” Louisville senior Courtney Martin said.

Martin, a dance major, received her grant the summer of 2013 and used it to present a World Premiere
dance concert at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
She was accompanied by her mentor, theatre and
dance professor Lisa Draskovich-Long and two other
WKU dance majors.
The FUSE grant paid for show props, costumes,
various artists’ work, roundtrip airfare and housing.
“I don’t know what we would’ve done without the
FUSE grant; it contributed to the project so much,”
Martin said. “It helped us grow and allowed us to actually bring in all those people to help us.”
Baylis and Gordon Emslie, vice president and provost for Academic Affairs, started the FUSE grants just
over a year ago in order to promote students’ influence in their research. With about $300,000 a year,
they are able to fund around 50 grants a semester.
“Students should really take responsibility for their
own research,” Baylis said. “We want you to be problem-solvers with initiative.”

Language scholarship fosters future career plans
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
This year has seen a record number of WKU students awarded with the U.S. Department of State
Critical Language Scholarship.
Funded by the State Department, the scholarship
will allow six WKU students to spend seven to ten
weeks studying, what the government considers to
be, languages that are critical to foreign relations yet
underrepresented in universities.
“I think that’s pretty incredible, and I think it really
shows that WKU is really committed on the international focus,” Bowling Green senior Sarah Schrader
said. “It shows that our students are really taking that
mission to heart and going out and finding ways to
internationalize their college experience.”
Schrader received the award to study Korean this

summer. The scholarship will take her to a native
school for two months in order to learn a year’s worth
of language studies.
With particular languages, students do not apply
knowing where they will go or for how long.
“They select you based on your level and when you
get out of classes and when you start classes in the
fall,” Louisville junior Elizabeth Gribbins said.
“There are a lot of unknowns at this point in time, but
I’m sure I’ll enjoy any place," she said.
Gribbins will be studying Arabic in either Morocco,
Jordan or Oman. She plans to use the language to either pursue a career with the State Department or a
non-profit organization.
“I think this will give me an idea of what I want to
do,” she said.
In order to receive the scholarship, students must
show future plans of study and applying the language

to their careers.
“You have to show them your long-term commitment and that their investing in you over the summer is
going to turn into something that you can use in the future and that it will be helpful to society,” Schrader said.
The scholarship will cover tuition, housing and
round-trip airfare for programs available in the offered countries.
Applicants must show a strong academic record
and the ability to handle the intensive coursework.
Some languages require prior knowledge, while others welcome beginners, but students are expected to
gain a level of fluency, such as beginner to intermediate, during their studies.
“Even if you don’t know anything about the languages, it’s a good way to get started,” Schrader said.
“Having an intensive experience like this will give me
a good foundation for learning it [Korean].”
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Fashion should be an adventure in color Tops &
Bottoms
BY KEEVIN FOREE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Warmer weather is quickly approaching, which means it’s time to do
some shopping and closet organizing.
Something to think about while shopping for the upcoming season is color.
Your color choices are the easiest way
to make a fashion statement without
trying too hard — no matter what the
silhouette may be. A great color has the
ability to change the way you feel and
the way people perceive you.
Recently, I took an adventure into the
depths of my closet to do some spring
cleaning and I must admit, I am a sucker for color. The colors I wear each day
definitely have an effect on my mood,
so I take my colors seriously. I think it’s
the best part of fashion. However, some
people may be afraid of color and limit
themselves to all the color possibilities.
I believe that color is powerful and each
color carries a certain energy. Follow
me down the rainbow as I fill you in on
some of the ways each color you wear
can influence the way you feel and the
way others perceive you.

Let’s start off with red, the most fearless and sexy color. If you’re wearing red,
it’s said you are asking for attention and
you’re ambitious. Red also has the ability to make you feel attractive, which
is why red is perfect for a date night.
Whenever I wear red, I’m definitely trying to make a daring statement. However, too much red has the ability to make
you seem narcissistic and noticeably
heavier.
If you wear orange, people perceive
you as a spontaneous, creative and
impatient. Too much orange can be
quite overwhelming, which is why it’s
my least favorite color and you don’t
see many people who wear it. Orange
is a great color to wear when you want
to be productive and active, because it
has the ability to increase your blood
pressure. If you really want to make a
fashion statement for the upcoming
seasons, I encourage you to add some
orange to your wardrobe. It’s so rare. I
mean, how often do you see someone
with an orange dress?
Yellow. One of my favorite colors.
Whenever I wear it I instantly feel 100
times happier. Yellow is lively and inviting. When you wear yellow, people view
you as an optimistic person. Yellow is
perfect to wear when you want to make
a good first impression. Above all yellow represents the sun, so it’s the official
color of Summer.
Green is the most organic color.
Green is closely related to nature, so
people who wear it are seen as humanistic. Green has the ability to make you
feel calm and balanced, but not to the

extent of blue. Green is a balance between yellow and blue. It’s a great color
to wear on somber days when you don’t
feel like dressing up, but you still want
to show that you have a lively personality. However, too much green can make
you look envious or sick.
Blue is the safest and calmest color,
but if you find the right kind of blue, it
can be shocking and definitely admirable. Wearing blue makes you seem
trustworthy, confident and professional. It’s the perfect color to wear for a job
interview, or meeting the parents for
the first time. To me, blue is cliche; it’s
way too common. However, every now
and then I like to wear a nice vibrant
hue blue. Too much blue can make you
look depressed.
Purple. I think it’s the most interesting color. It’s mysterious, yet spiritual.
Fun fact, true purple is the most difficult dye to produce for garments and
the rarest color in nature. When ever I
wear purple I always feel luxurious and
elegant. Purple is ultimate statement
color, especially dark purple. People
view others who wear purple as vain,
sensitive, and intelligent. I think that
more men should experiment with
the color purple, because it can make
you look and feel royal like a king while
making a statement.
Next time you go shopping for
some new additions to your wardrobe
keep in mind that the colors chose
have more importance than you think.
Most importantly try something new
and have fun. Be as bold as you want
to be.

TOPS to snow days

BOTTOMS to driving in the snow

TOPS to Spring
break

BOTTOMS to midterms
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‘Bates Motel’ delivers eerie season premiere
BY RYAN PAIT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s business as usual
for A&E’s “Bates Motel.”
And for “Bates Motel,”
that means everything
is weird and superbly
creepy.
The show’s second
season, which premiered Monday, seems
to
offer up more of the
PAIT
oddities
that made the
Columnist
first season such an unexpected treat.
The premiere begins where the
finale left off (Spoilers ahead). Local
teacher Miss Watson (Keegan Connor Tracy) has been killed, sending
ripples through the town of White
Pine Bay.
The show shoots forward four
months with a pleasant opening featuring HAIM’s cheery ditty “The Wire.”

It feels totally out of place yet perfectly
ironic for “Bates Motel.”
Business is booming at the titular
institution, and Norma (Vera Farmiga)
couldn’t be happier. Her only problem
is her beloved son, Norman (Freddie
Highmore).
Norman is particularly affected by
Miss Watson’s death, even four months
after the fact. He spends most of his
time patrolling her grave or working on
taxidermy.
Norman’s a weird kid anyway, but
his actions begin to perplex even his
mother. Norma urges him “to spend
time with actual living organisms.”
Also haunting Norma is the possible
construction of a bypass, which would
kill the motel’s business prospects. She
attends a town hall meeting to address
the issue, and handles it in true Norma fashion. I won’t spoil the line, but
Farmiga more than delivers.
Highmore and Farmiga are the crippled heart and twisted soul of “Bates

Motel” — the two fit so well into their
roles and have such powerful chemistry.
Highmore excellently captures the
nervous energy that Anthony Perkins
brought to the role of Norman in the
original “Psycho,” the movie upon
which “Bates Motel” is based.
And Farmiga, with her new chic
updo, looks more the part of a Hitchcock blonde than ever.
Everything about their performances feels so in sync, yet fraught
with tension. A simple driving lesson
between the two seems to have multiple subtexts bubbling just under the
surface.
With Norman and Norma, it’s often
what’s unsaid that matters most.
Tension and craziness and chemistry aside, Highmore and Farmiga lend
depth to what could be over-the-top
characters.
The two are talented enough to
make viewers care about the inevitable

train wreck that their characters’ lives
will eventually become.
Outside the Bates household, things
are a hair less interesting. Norman and
Norma are the accelerator for “Bates
Motel,” so the show sometimes feels
like it’s braking when it’s not focusing
on them.
Norman’s pal Bradley (Nicola Peltz)
attempts to commit suicide, torn up
inside by the mystery of her father’s
death. She then puts herself on a path
to vengeance that she draws Norman
into by the end of the premiere.
It’s a storyline with some promise,
and one that will likely run parallel with
the “Who killed Miss Watson?” mystery.
My only concern is that Peltz is a
little too milquetoast for me to believe
her as a femme fatale.
Reservations aside, I’ll still be checking in to “Bates Motel” all season.
If Norman and Norma’s driving
lesson is any indication for what’s to
come, it’ll be a wild ride.

COMIC STRIP

@KennedyPruitt: Alright main
campus lets have a third snow
day. We all know those sidewalks and parking lots are in no
way safe for anyone! #wku
— Sent 6:20 PM - 4 Mar 14

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

@Autum_B_C: Why am I just
now discovering that there's a
#wku Ft. Knox campus?
@wkuthanksgary: I won a ticket — 6:13 PM - 4 Mar 14
for a free meal at Fresh, not like
I already have 12 meal plans a
@jamesieyy I love the bells, but
week to use #thanksgary #gin- sometimes I wish they'd shut
gerappreciationmonth #wku
up. #wku
— 6:13 PM - 4 Mar 14
— Sent 7:01 PM - 4 Mar 14
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 American Revolution
supporter
5 Cracked fixture across from
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
Independence Hall
advertising@wkuherald.com
9 Suitor
14 Loser in a fable
ELP
ANTED
15 Ice formation
16 Garden violet
Forest Park Baptist Church
17 Big name in door-to-door
is seeking part-time Music Minister. Contact Debbie
sales
Lanham at (270) 782-9187 or send resume with references to:
18 Eternally
FPBC, 520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling Green, KY, 42101,
20 Moral precept
or office@forestparkbaptist.org.
22 Arctic inhabitant
23 Suffix with Manhattan
City of Bowling Green
24 In the know
SUMMER AQUATICS
27 Soak up some rays
Applications are currently being accepted for the following
Parks and Recreation Aquatics positions for the Sims Aquatic 28 URL letters
31 “Let’s move on to
Center. Hours, salaries, and job requirements will vary
something else”
depending upon position.
•
Pool Attendants I & II
35 Davis of “Do the Right
•
Pool Lifeguards
Thing”
•
Swim Instructors
36 Geologic periods
•
Concessions/Admission Manager
37 Building safety procedure
•
Recreation Staff Assistant I
42 Obstruct
•
Pool Manager
43 Paper tray unit
•
Assistant Pool Manager
44 Some studio-based
•
Laborer
educators
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application and
additional information from the Human Resources Department in City 51 Brief missions?
Hall, 1001 College Street or from our website at www.bgky.org. The City 52 Drill sergeant’s address
53 Barbecue residue
of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free
54 On the __ vive: alert
Workplace.
55 Debate focus
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
57 Took a cut
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money 59 What 3/4/2014 is, and
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
a hint to 18-, 31-, 37- and
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
44-Across
64 Ill-considered
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
65 Word before circle or child
66 Shore phenomenon
67 Attacking the task
68 Reply to, “Who wants to
clean up this mess?”
69 Cry of pain
70 Ballpoints
DOWN
1 “Consider this scenario ...”

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

2 Must
3 One with pressing chores?
4 One in a pool
5 Pal 4 life
6 “Xanadu” band
7 Loughlin of “Full House”
8 Crude shed
9 Support for a broken digit
10 Power unit
11 “Give me __!”: start of a
Hawkeye’s cheer
12 Philosophy suffix
13 Bill, the “Science Guy”
19 Waikiki feast
21 This and this
25 “__ miracle!”
26 Beach bucket
28 Villagers below the

Grinch’s cave
29 Have a yen for
30 Oz. and kg.
32 Steep-walled canyon
33 Creature
34 Pearly whites
37 Turn, as pancakes
38 Electrical particles
39 “Cheers” actress Perlman
40 Oz. or kg.
41 Geek Squad pros
42 Money VIP
45 Guarantee
46 Go up
47 Unlikely to disappoint
48 Compare apples to apples?
49 Takes to jail
50 Tourist attractions

55 News piece
56 Actress Falco
58 Food truck offering
59 Snorkeling aid
60 Year, south of the border
61 Tunneler’s explosive
62 Ruckus
63 Evergreen with elastic
wood

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -Pay the bills today
or tomorrow, as you
build your version of
paradise. Put away
provisions for the
future. Find little
ways to express your
appreciation for
your partner. Seek
inspiration. Get farther than expected.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Bask
in glory as you rake
in the dough. Keep
your objective in
mind. A female
joins in the fun. If
controversy arises,
stay quiet. It's getting easier to make
household changes.
Trust your intuition.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
-- Listen to suggestions. Don't get
sidetracked. A new
assignment awaits.
Keep your wildest
ideas caged for now.
Join forces with a
master of surprises
to create something
of beauty. Plan a romantic rendezvous.
Relax.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) --Bask
in glory as you rake
in the dough. Keep
your objective in
mind. A female
joins in the fun. If
controversy arises,
stay quiet. It's getting easier to make
household changes.
Trust your intuition.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
--Get to work. Today
and tomorrow get
extra busy. Get a
female to approve
or assist. Work you
enjoy pays well.
Wait to see what
develops. Get your
junk appraised. You
have more than you
think.

CANCER (June
21-July 22) -- Find
out the true cost.
Stick with what's
real. Finish up old
projects today and
tomorrow. A female
you've known for
years helps out. Relax in hot water or a
sauna, and reward
yourselves with
something tasty.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- The
next two days are
reserved for fun. Investigate a fascinating possibility. Use
your connections
to move it ahead.
You're gaining support. Love is the
game now. Consider
your fantasies with
a practical view.
Play with it.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Today and
tomorrow could get
emotional. Let go of
a scheme that lacks
soul as you consider
future plans. Others
are in a generous
mood. Get together
with friends. Reaffirm a commitment,
and schedule new
actions.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Express your creativity
to make your home
more beautiful.
Envision a positive
future in your meditation. Confer with
the family. You're
winning admiration, and there's love
all around. Someone thinks you look
pretty good, too.
Savor it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22) -- You're a
powerhouse today
and tomorrow, handling responsibilities
with ease. Others
are impressed. More
work's available,
too. Imagine career
success, and schedule for it. Include
love, beauty and
happiness. You can
have it all.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Today and tomorrow
are excellent for adventure and exploration. Don't push
yourself too hard.
Study to determine
the best course of
action. Write your
pitch. Confer with
family. Arrive at
a consensus. Hold
onto your money.

LIBRA (Sept. 23Oct. 22) -- Study, research or travel today
and tomorrow. It's a
good time to ask for
money. Keep it in a
safe place, and watch
for hidden expenses.
Explore a new area,
and write your findings to share.

PHOTO
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ONE NIGHT ONLY
Jesus Prom is an annual event sponsored by volunteers of Hillvue Heights Baptist Church in honor of Bowling Green's special needs
community. Friday marked the prom's fourth year of crowning participants and treating them like royalty for a night. Prom activities
included makeup and hair preparation, the coronation of participants and dancing.

PHOTOS BY KREABLE YOUNG

Lexington sophomore Margot Schenning (left) watches as her buddy, John Michael Huffman of Bowling Green (right), places his crown on his head before entering the
dance floor at Jesus Prom. Both are members of WKU's Best Buddies program, which pairs people in the special needs community with college students.

Hillvue Heights volunteers Jerrica Owens (left) and Teandra Meadows (right) attended Jesus Prom with the Best Buddies program.

Participants and volunteers dance together during Jesus Prom on Friday night. The
event attracted roughly 300 volunteers and approximately 150 participants.

WKUHERALD.COM
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Three- year lawsuit against WKU closed
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A three-year lawsuit involving WKU finally closed last
week.
Arianna Petty, a former
student from Hendersonville, Tenn., claimed she suffered emotional and physical
damage after a physical fight
with another student outside
Pierce- Ford Tower and Zacharias Hall. The university suspended both girls, and neither
returned to WKU.
Petty and former friend

DeLancia Davis fought on
Dec. 15, 2010, but a claim
wasn’t filed until nearly a year
later, as previously reported by
The Herald.
Petty initially sued WKU for
compensation for mental and
physical suffering, as well as
for the medical expenses she
paid as a result of the altercation.
The Kentucky Board of
Claims required Petty to
show cause as to why her
case shouldn’t be dismissed.
However, after 30 days she
failed to provide the infor-

Order of Dismissal

The Board issued an Order to Comply
or Show Cause requiring the Claimant…
to show cause why the claim should not
be dismissed for lack of prosecution.”
mation as the board asked,
according to the case’s Order
of Dismissal.
“The Board issued an
Order to Comply or Show
Cause, requiring the claimant…to show cause why
the claim should not be

dismissed for lack of prosecution,” the Order said.
“Claimant has not complied
with this Order.”
Prior to having her claim
dismissed, Petty amended her
complaint to include three additional plaintiffs: Davis, Steve

Briggs of Housing and Residence Life and Kyanna Beard,
former student and hall director.
The Petty case is by no
means the oldest lawsuit involving the university. Former
university employee Elizabeth
Esters filed suit in 2009, claiming her employment contract
was breached by WKU. There
has yet to be a final decision in
that case.
The university is involved
in an additional six suits, and
one more involving university
employees.

Jake Owen to perform at Diddle Arena
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Jake Owen is performing
at Diddle Arena on Thursday,
April 24.
Tickets have been on sale
since Feb. 7 at the WKU Ticket Office at Diddle Arena, by
phone at 1-800-5BIGRED
and online at http://www.
ticketmaster.com. Tickets are
$39.50.
The groups Parmalee
and The Cadillac Three will
also perform at the concert.

Campus Activities Board PR
Assistant Caitlin Newman said
that the CAB will be hosting
the event.
Owen is one of country
music’s top vocalists. His current album, “Days of Gold,”
released in 2013, features his
latest single “Beachin.’” His
biggest hit to date is “Barefoot
Blue Jean Night,” released in
2011.
Other hits of Owen's include “Alone With You,”
“Anywhere With You” and
“The One That Got Away.”
He has also been on tour

with other artists such as
Tim McGraw, Keith Urban
and Kenny Chesney.
“I absolutely love Jake and
his music is awesome,” Bowling Green senior McKenzi Halcomb said.
Parmalee is also on tour
with Owen. Some of their hits
include “Carolina” and “Musta
Had A Good Time.” Their first
album, “Feels like Carolina,”
was released in the end of
2013.
The band is made up of
brothers, Matt, the guitarist and vocalist, and Scott

Thomas, on the drums. They
play with their cousin Barry
Knox on the bass, and childhood friend Josh McSwain,
who plays the guitar and keyboard.
Nashville native band, The
Cadillac Three, will also be
opening for Owen. The band
was originally the band American Bang minus one member.
The group consists of Jaren
Johnston, Kelby Ray and Neil
Mason.
They are a high-energy country trio. They have
opened for other performers

like ZZ Top, Eric Church and
Eli Young Band.
“I’ve seen Jake live at CMA
fest in Nashville and he was
awesome but due to the
weather last year he only got to
perform one song, so I’m looking forward to hearing more,”
Halcomb said.

IF YOU GO
What: Jake Owens Concert
Where: Diddle Arena
When: Thurs. April 24
Cost: $39.50

Fire Deparment makes use of vacant apartments
BY JACKSON FRENOH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The vacant Hillcrest Apartment building is still proving
useful in the days leading up to
its demolition.

exercises at the site. By Saturday the roof was covered with
rectangular holes and the sidewalk around the building was
littered with broken glass and
chunks of brick left from practice sessions that the depart-

Captain Isaac Anthony, coordinator

You have to have a permit to have a building
demoed so whenever the permit gets filed with
the city, then we get notified through the fire
department."

The building, originally
scheduled to be demolished
on Monday to make way for a
new Honors College and International Center, has served as
a training ground for the Bowling Green Fire Department.
Last week, teams from
BGFD conducted practice

ment had been undertaken
since Wednesday.
Captain Isaac Anthony,
coordinator of an exercise
at the abandoned building
on Saturday, said the chance
to practice at abandoned
buildings comes up fairly frequently.

“You have to have a permit
to have a building demoed so
whenever the permit gets filed
with the city, then we get notified through the fire department,” he said. “That way we
can make the contact to the
proper personnel to get permission to use it for training.”
Anthony said BGFD has a
training center but it is better to use vacant buildings for
practice.
“The good thing about the
acquired structures is they give
us some variety and some stuff
we haven’t seen before so then
we get to play with some new
locations,” he said.
Ron Renner, a sergeant in
BGFD, said acquired structures have certain advantages
the training center lacks.
“A lot of stuff in the training center is built to redo and
redo,” he said. “Here it’s basi-

cally a one-time shot… so it
gives you (a) more practical,
real-life scenario.”
Renner said the availability of abandoned buildings is
sporadic but using them lends
practice exercises a “real world
atmosphere.”
“We do a lot of practice and
a lot of training here,” he said.
“When we get opportunities
for vacant buildings like this,
we jump on them.”
During the practice, Anthony led Renner and a new
member of BGFD named Jason Donnelly in cutting a hole
in the roof with a buzzsaw-like
K-12 Rescue saw.
“We take saws and hand
tools both to the roof, open up
the roof structure and that lets
any smoke and fire out of the
attic so that we can get in from
underneath,” he said.
During the second phase

of the practice session, Anthony demonstrated how to
break open a window with a
crowbar-like Halligan tool,
emphasizing the shattering of
the wooden frame as well as
the glass.
Through the course of
the training, they also practiced forcing doors open and
breaking through a layer of
drywall.
Kerra Ogden, project manager for the Honors College
and International Center, said
the building’s demolition,
originally scheduled for Monday, had to be postponed due
to weather.
She said the building will
be torn down “as soon as the
weather breaks and we can
get in there,” adding that construction on the new Honors
and International Center will
begin immediately afterward.

Marketing class gives students real world experience
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Experience is a crucial
qualification when it comes to
finding a job after graduation.
Executive-in-Residence Chris
Derry has gone the extra mile
to ensure that his students are
obtaining the experience they
need.
Derry teaches in the Marketing and Sales Department.
His course, Practical Applications in Selling, not only teaches students how to be persuasive in sales but also gives
them a real world experience.
Students in Derry’s class spend

time outside of class at a local
call center selling Culligan water products.
Louisville junior, Natalie
Koppel, was a student in Derry’s class last semester.
“The course taught me
that there is far more to professional selling than the stereotypical car salesman,”
Koppel said.
In the classroom Derry
teaches students how to successfully sell products in a way
that is fulfilling for both the consumer and the salesperson by
first building trust with the consumer, then establishing and
meeting the customer’s needs.

Students then apply these
concepts when calling potential customers. If a student
successfully convinces a business to agree to a two-week
free trial of Culligan, that student gets paid.
Upon reading the current
textbook for this course last
summer, Derry changed his
course.
“I realized that my challenge was not trying to convert
students into sales people but
to teach them how to persuade
in their everyday life,” Derry
said.
Sales aren’t something that
just applies to those in mar-

Louisville junior, Natalie Koppel

The course taught me that there is far
more to professional selling than the
stereotypical car salesman.”

keting or business. In fact,
of all the students that have
jobs within 12 months after
graduation, half of them are
in sales.
“I've had the opportunity
to use the skills I'm learning in
the classroom and apply them
to real situations,” Koppel said.
“Role-playing
scenarios,

WKUHERALD.com

learning how to sell a real
product, and being pushed out
of my comfort zone are things
I wouldn't have gained in a
normal classroom setting.”
This upcoming weekend
Derry’s students will be working a Culligan sales booth at
the Home Expo 2014 at the
Sloan Center.
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DICKERSON

started in 23 games this year, brings
other factors like strong defense and a
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
winning attitude every time he’s on the
court.
to get (out of Dickerson) every night,”
“He’s everything you would want
Harper said. “He’s going to be
your son or one of your playsolid defensively, he’s usually
ers to be,” the coach said.
not going to turn the basket“He’s not the most gifted —
ball over and he’ll make open
he’s not. He doesn’t run the
shots.”
fastest, he doesn’t jump the
Dickerson isn’t the focal
highest. But if you want to
point of the Topper offense.
win, you want guys like him
His numbers — 4.6 points and
on your side.”
2.6 rebounds per game in 24.4
Senior guard Brandon Harminutes — don’t jump off the DICKERSON ris knows what Dickerson
page when you read them.
brings to the table. The two
But Harper said Dickerson, who has have played next to each other in the

MCGEE

time you come to a program from a
junior college and, realistically, you’re
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
just trying to find a way to fit in and do
the things that you can. She got here
don’t have a lot of time so there’s certain and had a set back with not being able
things that I just can’t do.
to play those first games.”
“Coming in as a junior, you
McGee didn’t see the court
have to get it right away. You only
until December of last year due
have two years and you’re done.
to transfer rules. In her debut
Coming in I felt like a freshman
against Southeast Missouri she
and it helped me evolve my
recorded a double-double with
game a lot.”
11 points and 10 rebounds.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard
But her time on the court
remembers calling the 5-footduring her senior campaign
9-inch guard - who at the time
hasn’t produced the same numwas playing at Kilgore Colbers. By playing a whole season,
MCGEE
lege – to recruit her to play at
she’s produced similar stats to
WKU. `McGee and fellow teammate last year where she only played just
Chaney Means represent the first se- over half the season.
niors who had Clark-Heard as a head
McGee still remains one of WKU’s
coach for WKU.
guaranteed deep three-point threats.
“I remember recruiting her and tell- She’s tied for sixth in the Sun Belt Coning her that this is a special place and ference with three-pointers made per
she could come here and help us try game (1.8).
to get things back on track where we
“I take my hat off to her. She’s an
needed to go,” Clark-Heard said. “Any- unbelievable young lady and it’s been

HARRIS

president of student affairs at NOSU
while doing side work as a junior colCONTINUED FROM SPORTS
lege scout, saw the potential in Harris
even when he didn’t see it in himself.
hadn’t talked to any other schools at Franz was sold on Brandon’s character
all and I wasn’t happy. I prayed
that echoed the embodiment of
about it because I said it wasn’t
success.
for me. I said I was done with
“Brandon is the type of guy
basketball and I told my mom I
that I’d hire in 30 seconds as
was going to find a job and find
an employee,” Franz said. “He’s
a way.”
loyal, he’s very smart, he’s got
Harris came back and intremendous work ethic and he’s
stead took a leap of faith and
got great character. In all that, I
transferred to Otero Junior Colnever said anything about him
lege in Colorado before receivbeing a great basketball player.
HARRIS
ing an offer to play at WKU.
“All the things I said embody
If you had asked him four
whether a person is going to be
years ago after quitting on an NAIA successful or not. I figured if he went
team if he would one day play a vital out and played like I thought he could
role in WKU’s second straight Sun Belt play, instead of quitting and hanging
Conference Tournament role, he prob- it up, then he’d probably go to a D-I
ably would have used an expletive to school.”
direct your ideas elsewhere like he did
Quitting isn’t in the routine vowith Bradley Franz.
cabulary of Harris; his character
Franz, who at the time was the vice doesn’t allow it. Through obstacles of

AKAMUNE

that your veterans will take charge and
hopefully they’re starting to do that as
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
we go down the stretch.”
Fast forward one week and Akastep up when the team is searching for mune, set to play his last home
game on Thursday against
a leader.
Louisiana-Lafayette,
has
The meeting, according to
begun to take on that role.
Akamune, was for the team to
Akamune has never been
come "together as one unit for
a scorer. His career high is 10
the last few games."
points, and he set that career
“I just felt that it was necesbest less than a month ago
sary,” he said. “We usually have
against Troy.
a leader and we had Jamal Crook
He only shoots when he's
(last season). We had senior leadopen. He rarely ever calls
ership.”
Before the Toppers left for AKAMUNE his own number during the
their Texas road swing, Coach
course of a game. He doesn't
Ray Harper said he hasn't seen publicly complain about that role.
that constant leader with this WKU
What the 6-foot-7-inch senior
team.
forward brings to WKU's basketball
“There has to be that presence in team can’t be recorded on the stat
that locker room that's a leader,” he sheet. He's second on the team in resaid. “It's something that you hope bounds per game (4.7), despite play-

MEANS

sion for the program.
“When you talk to coach Heard you
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
can just see her passion…I think that
was a big thing for me, I could see her
games through her first two years on passion. Not just for basketball but
the Hill under former coach Mary
specifically for Western KenTaylor Cowles, but since then,
tucky.”
Means and the Lady Toppers have
After Clark-Heard was
nearly doubled that total, allotting
hired, she had the opportu41 victories under coach Michelle
nity to meet with Means and
Clark-Heard.
her parents and, at that time,
After Cowles was fired, Means
Heard said Means expressed
said she wanted to remain a Lady
her trust in her and vowed
Topper, but was uncertain about
to bring a whatever-it-takes
her future. However, when she
mentality to the revamped
MEANS
met Heard for the first time, she
Lady Topper team.
knew the program was headed in
“She's been through everythe right direction.
thing,” Clark-Heard said. “She's been
“I was worried about what was going through the coaching change, she's been
to happen,” Means said. “All the change through everything that's happened…
and everything, but when coach Heard For me as a coach, it's a joy to coach
got the job and talked to me it was awe- someone like her because everyday I
some. I was just excited to see her vi- know she's going to bring it - the same at-
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WKU backcourt for two years.
Harris said he’s learned Dickerson
brings lockdown defense to the court
every time his number is called.
“He’s done everything coach has
ever asked him to do, if that’s coming
off the bench making shots or playing
defense,” Harris said. “That’s why he
plays as much as he does — the guy
plays great defense. We see it all the
time in practice.”
Dickerson’s production has been
plagued over the years by injuries. After starting in 27 games in his sophomore year, Dickerson was sidelined
for all but four of his junior season,
2011-12, with a shoulder injury. He

was able to obtain a medical redshirt
for that season, but he also missed 12
games last season with a separated
right shoulder.
Harper said shoulder injuries can
hamper a guard like Dickerson’s
scoring ability, but he has done a
good job learning to play through
the pain.
“It’s unfortunate that he had some of
the injuries that he had — he had them
to his shoulder — because that makes
it difficult for a shooter,” Harper said.
“He’s adjusted, but the thing he is he’s
‘Old Reliable.’ That’s what I call him.
You know what you’re going to get every night.”

Michelle Clark-Heard, women's basketball coach

I take my hat off to her. She's an unbelievable young
lady and it's been an honor to coach her.”

an honor to coach her,” Clark-Heard
said. “It’s been awesome that she believed in coming here and our program with what we could do. I know
this year she’s had some ups and
downs on the court and not played as
well as she’s wanted to, but she’ll go
down as one of the better players to
play here for two years.”
Those numbers don’t mean anything to McGee, she said. As of their
last win against UT Arlington, the
Lady Toppers are riding a five game
win streak where they’ve beaten
teams by an average of 27.2 points.
Heading into her final game in Did-

dle Arena Wednesday night against
Louisiana-Lafayette, McGee wasn’t
thinking about it being her last home
game, she just wants to maintain the
momentum.
“I try not to think about it because
I’ve made great memories here and
great friendships, so I’m not sure how
it’s going to feel,” McGee said. “The
team has a whole different mindset
than we’ve ever had for as long as I’ve
been here at least.
“These last games have been awesome for me, as long as they continue
that then my senior year will have been
great.”

homelessness as a child, not making
the middle school basketball team,
and bouncing around from school to
school, quitting has never been an option for him.
His character tells him that staying
the course will make things better in
the end.
“My mom told me you have to think
about life like sand paper,” Harris said.
“When it runs on you it hurts you the
wrong way, but eventually you’re going to come out smooth and polished.
That’s how I look at the obstacles in my
life and say to myself, ‘you’re going to
be better because of this’.”
His time at WKU hasn’t been a bed
of roses on a stat sheet in his final
year, but that’s not important to Harris.
Entering the season as the starting
point guard, he’s only averaged 18.4
minutes per game, down significantly
from his 29.6 minute clip last season.
His points per game average is down to

5.7 from 8.2 last season.
“Whatever coach asks me to do,
that’s the kind of person that I’ve been,”
Harris said. “He asks me to come off the
bench, wring a towel, ring a bell, I’m going to do the best I can do, the best job I
can do doing it.”
When Harris takes the floor in
Diddle Arena Thursday night for the
last time in his career he’ll be accompanied by the person who taught him
everything about basketball since he
was two years old; his mother, Tajuana
Brown.
Brown missed her son’s senior night
game in high school. There is no other
place she would want to be, she said,
than right beside her son to celebrate
how far he has come.
“My son is really doing some big
things and it’s just by the grace of God
that he’s able to do the things that he’s
done,” she said. “I’m just happy and
overjoyed. I’m ready to see what God is
going to do next.”

O'Karo Akamune, senior foward

I'm thankful to God that I'm graduating and that I'm
injury free to step on the court and play my last game
as a Hilltopper.”
ing entirely as a reserve, but his production goes beyond that.
Harper called Akamune an “energy
guy” and has credited him throughout
the year as one of the biggest factors in
multiple WKU wins.
“He's not blessed with a great
skill-set,” Harper said, “but he's
able to help and contribute just
with his effort and how hard he
plays.”
When he takes the floor Thursday
against Louisiana-Lafayette, the team

expects that he'll bring that energy with
him.
“I’m excited, for the most (part),”
Akamune said. “I’m really just appreciative for coming this far and
having the opportunity to continue
playing. I mean, there's been a lot
of changes with the program and to
still be here.
“I'm thankful to God that I'm graduating and that I'm injury free to step on
the court and play my last game as a
Hilltopper.”

titude, the same work ethic not only as a
basketball player but as a person.
“She wants to win, she loves Lady
Topper basketball and I'm just really
excited that I have had a chance to continue to keep coaching her. It's a privilege and honor.”
During Clark-Heard’s first season,
Means recorded a career-high 29 starts
and 23.9 minutes per game as the Lady
Toppers set the Sun Belt Conference
mark for largest single-season turnaround following a 10-21 season in
2011-12. Means has been dubbed the
Lady Toppers’ X-Factor ever since.
Despite being just a junior during
the 2011-12 season, there were no seniors on the roster; therefore, Means
said she had to assume the role of senior leader a year early, but welcomed
the challenge.
“It’s kind of a unique situation because we didn’t have any seniors last

year, so I kind of had to step into that
role earlier than expected,” Means
said. “It really has been cool just getting to mentor the younger girls and
just kind of share with them what I’ve
experienced. They’ll come to me because they know I’ve been through
mostly everything…I kind of embrace
it.”
According to Means’ father, Chandler Means, the adversity she dealt with
during her freshman and sophomore
year allowed her to grow into the leader
she is today.
“She had never really gone
through a great deal of adversity,”
Chandler said. “And she had to go
through a lot of adversity during her
first two years at WKU, so I think
as a person that’s where she’s really
grown is learning how to handle adversity, rise above it and keep a positive attitude.”
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Conference seeding on the
line for Tops and Ragin' Cajuns
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The last time WKU and LouisianaLafayette met, the Toppers (19-10, 11-5
Sun Belt) fought — almost literally —
in a hostile environment at the Cajun
Dome against a talented Ragin' Cajuns
squad.
The Toppers won that contest 79-70,
but the scoreboard doesn't reflect how
close that game was: It was a two-point
game with under seven minutes left before WKU pulled away late.
It was the raucous crowd, however,
that senior guard Brandon Harris remembers most.
“Last year, I mean, we heard a lot of
stuff, but this year it was getting out of
hand,” Harris said. “(We were) getting
called 'half-breed' and all kinds of stuff.
So I'm hoping our fans get on to their
players like they did us there,” he joked.
The Toppers will have their hands
full against ULL (19-10, 10-6). the Ragin' Cajuns are just one game back
from WKU in the standings for second
place, and finishing second in the regular season brings along benefits for the
Sun Belt tournament.
The team that finishes in second
place gets a two-game bye to the semifinals. Rather than fighting through
games on Thursday and Friday, the No.
2 seed is guaranteed a game on Saturday. Win that game on Saturday and the
winner is in the championship game
Sunday.
“We could get a little more rest,” senior forward O'Karo Akamune said.
“Because playing four games in four
days is tiring on the body.”
The Toppers have won four games in
four days the past two years, but Harris said that they would be happy to not
have to go through that again.
A win against Louisiana-Lafayette
guarantees the Toppers a No. 2 seed,
but beating ULL comes with a whole
set of challenges, namely in its two best
players: junior point guard Elfrid Payton and sophomore forward Shawn
Long.
Payton is third in the conference at
19 points and Long is second, averaging 19.5 points per contest.
That duo leads the Sun Belt's top
scoring offense; the Ragin' Cajuns, as a

team, average nearly 82 points a night.
Long leads the conference in rebounding per game (10.4) and Payton
leads in assists (6) and steals (2.3) per
game.
Coach Ray Harper told WKU Radio
after the Toppers’ loss at UT Arlington
Saturday that Payton could be a firstround draft pick in the upcoming NBA
Draft and he said that Long is one of the
top big men in the conference.
“I still think we can make a run at
this thing,” Harper said Tuesday at his
weekly press conference. “But we've
got to have someone other than George
(Fant) and T.J. (Price) and it's got to be
someone on the inside.
“We've got to have production out
of Daouda (Soumaoro), O'Karo, Aaron
(Adeoye) or Ben (Lawson).”
Harper said that Lawson is going to
get some playing time in WKU's last
two games.
“We've looked at every option possible and we've got to find someone who
can give us something and that may be
six points, but we can't have a zero in
that stat column every game. We just
can't.”
Harper was referring to WKU's lack
of consistent production down low
alongside Fant. He has emptied his
bench with different players manning
the center position and it's worked in
spurts, but nothing has worked for long
stretches.
Lawson is listed at 7-foot and has an
enormous, rangy wingspan that he can
use to protect the paint. He has a thin
frame, but he's quick running the floor
and has a nice touch on the offensive
end.
Harper said that he's going to “see
what happens” when his freshman big
man is thrown in the fire.
Lawson will see the best competition that the Sun Belt has to offer. After
hosting the current third place team,
ULL, WKU will travel to Atlanta to play
the first-place and regular season Sun
Belt champions, Georgia State.
“I'd like to get some more wins,”
Harper said. “I'd like to win them all.
We're playing the two best teams in the
league, there's no question watching
tape. This will be two great tests for us
as we try and get ready for the conference tournament.”
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McGee quickly becomes game changer
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Bianca McGee hasn’t had the luxury of adjusting to a system or the
luxury of time to find her place on the
Lady Topper basketball team.
There’s never been any leeway,
never any excuses. As a junior college

transfer, her game evolved quickly
along with her maturity.
“I’ve grown up a lot,” McGee said.
“As a player, Coach Heard and the rest
of the coaching staff are always in my
ear about being that senior leader.
There are certain things other people can get away with that I can’t. I
SEE MCGEE PAGE A8

Harris turns adversity to opportunity
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

was planning to make the most out of
an NAIA program that gave him what
he called the only opportunity to play
college basketball.
A year passed and basketball
wasn’t working out for Harris.
So, he quit.
“I was scared,” Harris said. “I
SEE HARRIS PAGE A8

Three hours before his first college
basketball game, Brandon Harris was
called into the coach’s office at Northwestern Oklahoma State University to
be told he had been redshirted.
Before that confrontation, Harris

senior

Summit

Five Hilltopper seniors reach peak of their careers on the Hill

Dickerson, a
true veteran
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

IAN MAULE/HERALD

One constant in the turbulent past
four years of WKU basketball has been
Caden Dickerson.
Whether on the court or on the sideline, Dickerson, the redshirt senior guard
set to play his final game at Diddle Arena
Thursday night, has been around the
program longer than any other current
player and many assistant coaches.
Current coach Ray Harper came to
WKU as an assistant coach in 2009, the
same year Dickerson first put on the red
and white jersey as a freshman.
Harper has seen the guard grow up to
be a consistent contributor on back-toback NCAA Tournament teams, and the
coach said filling the veteran’s shoes next
year will be hard to do.
“I pretty much know what I’m going
SEE DICKERSON PAGE A8
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Akamune embraces senior role Means endures program troubles
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Senior forward O’Karo Akamune
spoke about having a players-only
meeting after practice on Monday, but
he didn’t answer when asked who initiated the meeting.

Instead, fellow senior Brandon Harris – wide-eyed, as if standing in attention – pointed at Akamune, indicating
it was he who called for the team to
“dig in deep”.
Akamune knows it isn’t his team,
but he knows it is his role as a senior to
SEE AKAMUNE PAGE A8

BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Over the last four seasons, the
WKU women’s basketball program
has undergone numerous personnel
changes and only one Lady Topper
has endured the refinements – senior

guard Chaney Means.
Means, who has appeared in 119
games throughout her WKU career
thus far, is the only Lady Topper remaining from the 2010-11 team.
The 5-foot-8-inch Lawrenceville,
Ga. native won just 20 regular-season
SEE MEANS PAGE A8

